
A private, independent school education requires a significant investment.  
We strive to ensure that this will be the best investment you ever make.

Affording Prairie

Our perspective and commitment
As one of the top private day schools in the United 
States, Prairie operates independently from local, 
state, and federal government funding. This position 
enables Prairie to provide a unique, child-centered 
and individualized learning environment – one 
that features unparalleled opportunities to develop 
challenging, innovative, and custom educational 
programs. Such independence, however, makes 
The Prairie School completely dependent on tuition 
revenue and other revenue sources (annual giving, 
endowment interest, and auxiliary endeavors) 
to support the faculty and the broad range of 
programs that are offered. In fact, the total cost of 
educating a Prairie student over the course of a 
school year is, on average, nearly $3,000 more than 
our tuition price. The other revenue sources help 
subsidize all students, including those who do not 
receive financial aid.

The value of a Prairie School education
A Prairie School education is an investment, not only in your child, but in the future –  
and the returns on that investment are priceless. 

An ongoing U.S. Department of Education Study has revealed that, compared with their peers in 
public schools, students in independent schools watch less television, achieve the highest reading 
proficiency level, are more engaged with homework, extracurricular activities and athletics, take 
more advanced coursework, and have higher aspirations for college and/or university study. 

More specifically, the value of a Prairie School education is evident when you consider the 
outcomes that such an education typically produces. Over the past decade, 25 of the Racine  
area’s 59 National Merit semi-finalists were Prairie graduates. The most recent class of seniors 
earned admission offers from 137 of the best colleges and universities in the United States,  
and they were awarded merit scholarships totaling a record $7.4 million. 

Prairie School seniors routinely post the highest college placement test scores in southeast 
Wisconsin. And many of our graduates earn college credit through studies in our extensive 
Advanced Placement Program, featuring the full array of AP courses. At some colleges and 
universities, these credits enable our students to graduate early, thereby reducing the cost  
of a college education.

Of course, the true value of a Prairie School education goes beyond fully preparing your child 
or young adult for post-secondary study. A Prairie School education is about unlocking 
potential. It is about instilling in each student a lifelong love of learning starting in the 
earliest grades. It is about inspiring and equipping them to lead lives of integrity,  
purpose, and accomplishment. 

Think about the amazing return-on-investment (ROI) from an education like that.



Our financial aid approach and offerings
We recognize that the cost of private education 
represents a significant commitment for families. 
In response, we strive to assist as many families as 
possible who cannot afford the school’s full tuition, 
but are determined to stretch their own financial 
resources to make a Prairie School education a top 
priority for their children. Indeed, Prairie typically 
awards over $2 million of financial aid annually to 
more than one-third of the student body.

The Prairie School is committed to providing 
financial assistance to families who would otherwise 
be unable to consider Prairie as an option for their 
children. That said, we believe that parents have 
the obligation to finance their child’s education to 
the maximum extent that they are able. While the 
school has a significant financial aid budget, we 
regret that we are unable to help all students who 
apply and are admitted.  

The Prairie School strives to provide an outstanding 
educational environment and experience for a broad 
spectrum of qualified students. Prairie’s financial 
aid program supports this commitment by assisting 
more than one-third of its students through grants 
and scholarships. Grants are awarded on the basis 
of financial need and represent, by far, the major 
portion of the aid awarded. A smaller amount of aid 
is provided through academic, music, and drama 
scholarships, which are based on the strength of a 
student’s academic record and test scores.

I. Financial aid / grants
A financial aid grant requires no repayment. Grants are awarded to Primary, Middle, and Upper 
School students beginning with Kindergarten. Grants can range from $500 to more than $5,000 per 
year, depending on the family’s financial need.  

If interested, please complete the Preliminary Financial Aid form which may be downloaded from 
the school’s website or requested from the Admission Office. Once completed and submitted, the 
form will be analyzed by the school’s Chief Financial Officer. This form and preliminary assessment 
will give families an estimate of how much financial aid, if any, Prairie may be in a position to award. 
For a final determination of the financial aid that a family may be eligible for, a family must complete 
and submit the full Parents’ Financial Statement (PFS).  

How to apply for financial aid
We use School and Student Services (SSS) to process our financial aid applications. SSS is a service 
of the National Association of Independent Schools. Based on the financial information you provide, 
SSS gives us an estimated amount that your family should be able to contribute to educational 
expenses. This helps Prairie make fair and objective financial aid decisions.

After receiving the SSS estimates, Prairie’s Financial Aid Committee reviews the information to 
determine the amount of financial aid to be awarded. Since financial aid is budgeted by grade level, 
depending on the monies available, the school may be able to award only a small percentage of the 
demonstrated family need. 

Applications for financial aid are reviewed only after a student has been admitted for the upcoming 
school year. A student’s acceptance or denial to the school is based solely on academic merit and 
without regard to the need for financial assistance. 

“ A Prairie School education 
is an investment not only 
in your child but in  
the future.”

We offer the following two types of financial aid.



II. Merit-based scholarships
The Prairie School offers merit scholarships to prospective students in grades 6-11, by invitation only, 
based on the strength of their academic record, test scores and financial need. If given the opportunity 
to compete for a scholarship, the student will be required to submit letters of recommendation, a 
portfolio of recent accomplishments, and will be scheduled for on-campus interviews with key faculty 
and school administrators. 

Imogene Powers Johnson Leadership Fellows Program
Established in 1997 through the generosity of the school’s founders, the Imogene Powers Johnson 
Leadership Fellows Program attracts the most highly motivated, brightest, and most-talented Upper 
School students. The program is designed to identify and reward those students who are most likely to 
emerge as leaders, role models, and exemplars of The Prairie School’s values and ideals. This program 
annually provides four $7,000 fellowships to students entering grade 9. Awards are renewable annually 
based on the recipient’s performance and financial need.

Malone Scholarship Program
In the spring of 2011, Prairie School was selected by The Malone Family Foundation to receive a $2 
million endowment to establish The Malone Scholars Program. This program is designed to provide 
“…an outstanding education to every top-level student who displays the keen desire and motivation 
to learn, yet lacks the resources to finance such an education.”  The Prairie School is the first school 
in Wisconsin to receive this endowment and one of only fifty schools nationwide to be selected by 
The Malone Family Foundation. Financial support for each Malone Scholar may range from 30% of 
tuition to a full scholarship. These scholarships are awarded to students entering grades 7-10 and are 
renewable through graduation.
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Monthly payment plans
Prairie also offers a monthly payment plan through 
FACTS Management Inc. Details regarding this 
payment option may be obtained from Prairie’s 
Admission Office.

Flexible and convenient education loans
Although Prairie does not offer a loan program, 
we could provide the names of and contact 
information for reputable firms that offer flexible 
and convenient education loans for K - 12 
independent school tuition.  Please contact 
Prairie’s Admission Office for details.

The bottom line
Since many factors guide financial aid decisions, we encourage families not to make assumptions 
about whether they are eligible, but to have a confidential discussion with our Admission 
Office and Financial Aid staff. Through financial aid and payment plans, we strive to make Prairie 
affordable for all families whose children have been admitted. 

Prairie treats financial aid requests confidentially and expects that students and their families  
will do the same. 

We welcome the opportunity to discuss how The Prairie School can become a reality for your family. Our doors are always open.

To learn more about Prairie’s financial assistance grants 
and scholarship programs, please contact 

262.752.2525 / / 262.752.2531 

admissions@prairieschool.com 

Hilpert Memorial Scholarship Program
The Hilpert Memorial Scholarship is an annual, merit and need-based tuition scholarship for 
motivated young people who exhibit academic and creative excellence, strong leadership skills, 
and a concern for the well-being of others. Funded by Prairie School’s endowment and gifts 
from individual friends, this program awards multi-year scholarships in varying amounts to Prairie 
students for the years they remain at the school.


