ETHE PRAIRIE SCHOOL

Manito-wish Leadership and
Environmental Education Program

Each fall Prairie Upper School students and faculty participate in a leadership and environmental
education adventure at Camp Manito-wish in northern Wisconsin. This gives students the opportunity to
get to know each other outside the classroom and fosters faculty/student relationships early in the
school year. We will depart Tuesday morning, August 22nd, at 8:30AM, leaving from the north parking
lot; returning on Friday evening, August 25th, around 9:00PM. The program incorporates trust activities,
group building, and collaborative leadership training with outdoor experiences, including high and low
ropes courses, backpacking, canoeing, and kayaking. Manito-wish is nationally known for its programs
and is used by other ISACS schools, including University Lake School and the University School of
Milwaukee.

A waiver must be signed prior to the trip and is available in PowerSchool on the Waivers and
Forms page.

GOALS
e Develop skills in leadership, cooperation, situational analysis, and problem solving.
Learn the necessity of working with others to achieve a common goal.
Build more cohesive groups by active involvement in group activities.
Foster skills in communication, trust, and teamwork in order to meet challenges.
Improve individual self-image and provide opportunities for success.
Provide an outdoor experience and develop a respect for nature.
Promote student/student and faculty/student relationships.

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

9th Grade

Students stay in camp and experience the process of group building. The Manito-wish collaborative
leadership model is taught through participation in trust activities and the low ropes challenge course.
The experience culminates in students challenging themselves on the high ropes course.

10th Grade

Students embark on a backpacking trip in the Porcupine Mountains in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.
The first afternoon is used to familiarize students with their equipment. On day two the students are
bused to the trail where they spend two days and two nights. Day four includes the return bus ride and
equipment check-in..

11th Grade

Students experience the lakes surrounding Camp Manito-wish by means of canoes. The sequence of
the four days is similar to the 10th grade backpacking trip, with the students spending two days and two
nights in the field.
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12th Grade
The seniors have three options for their final experience: to organize another trip, the most popular being

a kayaking trip; to extend their experience in camp by working more with the ropes challenge courses; or
to act as a co-leader to a 9th,10th, or 11th grade group.



