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The Prair ie School i s  a select ive, independent day school located 30 
mi les south of Mi lwaukee and 60 mi les north of Chicago. The school i s 
a member of the National Associat ion of Independent Schools and the 
only Malone School in Wisconsin,  and is  accredited by the Independent 
Schools Associat ion of the Central  States.  Pr iar ie is  among the most 
socioeconomical ly diverse independent schools in the country.
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Students are required to attend an annual four-day exper ience in 
Wisconsin’s north woods that k icks off  each school year.  Each year bui lds 
on the one before, developing sk i l l s  in col laborat ion, problem-solv ing, 
and leadership. From in-camp team bui lding as f reshmen to kayaking 
as seniors,  students engage in self-discovery and learn important l i fe 
lessons.

The Prair ie School nurtures the creativ i ty,  interests and abi l i t ies of every 
student,  inspir ing each to explore, thr ive, and add value individual ly and 
in col laborat ion with others.  Our community of students,  faculty,  and 
famil ies work together to create a col laborat ive and support ive culture 
grounded in human values – celebrat ing both our dif ferences and 
commonal i t ies.   Prai r ie graduates are prepared for col lege and l i fe with 
the desi re and sk i l l s  to make the wor ld a better place.

The Malone Schools Onl ine Network (MSON) provides intel lectual ly 
cur ious and motivated upper- level students with a var iety of chal lenging 
courses.  The courses (often beyond AP- level)  are taught by exper ienced 
independent school educators and enhance Prair ie’s col lege-
preparatory cur r iculum. Each course is  l imited to 16 part icipants and 
requires each student to maintain independence, commitment,  and 
active engagement in a discuss ion seminar sett ing. MSON courses are 
weighted an addit ional 1.0 point.

Students are required to part icipate in a J-Term (January) course each 
of their  four years of high school.  J-Term offers exper ient ial  and hands-
on learning exper iences that would not be otherwise avai lable in the 
regular cur r iculum. The two-week runt ime al lows for a deep dive into 
special ized topics meant to broaden students’ interests and sk i l l sets. 
J-Term was establ ished in the fal l  of 2023.

Through sustained voluntary efforts ,  service becomes a l i fe- long 
commitment.  Working together with those they serve, students learn 
to embrace the commonal i t ies of al l  humans, overcome bias,  develop 
organizat ional and leadership sk i l l s ,  and inst i l l  a sense of civ ic responsibi l i ty 
into their  dai ly l ives.  There is  a 25-hour service requirement that must be 
met each year.  Through the Buddy Program, every high school student 
mentors a middle or pr imary school student to develop their  leadership 
sk i l l s  and serve as a role model throughout the school year.

Part icipation in theatre, music,  interscholast ic athlet ics,  and var ious 
clubs supports students’ personal growth. Students must engage in at 
least 75 hours of co-cur r icular act iv i ty each year.  In instances where 
part icipation in school-sponsored activ i t ies i s  not poss ible,  comparable 
growth opportunit ies such as community drama productions and club 
sports suff ice.
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A 3 year his tory of col lege matr iculat ions is  avai lable onl ine at www.prair ieschool.com/academics/col lege -counsel ing/graduate -highl ights



graduation requirements & core academic offerings

advanced placement

English
4 credits + public speaking required
Engl ish 9,  10,  11,  12
Engl ish 12: History of F i lm
Engl ish 12: L i terary Labyr inths (semester)
Publ ic Speaking (semester)
AP Engl ish 12 ( l i terature) 

Mathematics
3 credits required
Algebra 1 & 2
Intermediate Algebra
Accelerated Algebra 2
Geometry
Precalculus A
Precalculus AB
Calculus
Probabi l i ty & Stat ist ics
AP Calculus AB
AP Calculus BC
AP Stat ist ics
Introduction to Data Science (semester)
Discrete Mathematics
  (semester/discrete courses)

Academic information
Each year,  students complete a combination of year long and semester long courses.  Given the 
r igorous demands, the standard workload consists  of f ive core academic classes per semester. 
Students cannot exceed seven courses.  Class schedul ing often does not permit students to 
enrol l  in al l  courses for which they are el igible. Addit ional notes for considerat ion: 
• Prair ie does not rank i ts  students.
• AP and Malone (MSON) courses are weighted an addit ional 1.0.
• There are no 9th grade AP courses offered. One AP is  offered in 10th. Two are offered in 11th.
• Students may not take more than three AP courses in 12th grade without pet it ioning.
• With the exception of Chemistry and Intermediate Algebra, al l  academic courses are 
   taught at the honors level  or higher.  However,  only AP and MSON courses are weighted.
• Inspired by our architectural ly-s ignif icant bui lding and wor ld-class,  permanent art  col lect ion, 
   our students graduate with a deep appreciat ion of the arts .  Coursework includes but is  not 
   l imited to photography, ceramics,  glassblowing, v isual art ,  architecture, choir,  and theatre.
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 87 tests taken
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Science
3 credits required
Biology
Chemistry
Honors Chemistry
Physics
Honors Phys ics
Environmental Science  
  (semester/discrete courses)
Advanced Anatomy & Physiology   
  (semester/discrete courses)
Architectural  Engineer ing 
  (semester/discrete courses)
AP Biology
AP Chemistry
AP Environmental Science

Social S tudies
3 credits required
History of the Class ical Wor ld 
History of the Modern Wor ld 
U.S.  History 
Comparat ive Rel igions (semester) 
Economics (semester) 
Government and Pol i t ics (semester)
History of F i lm (semester) 

Interdiscipl inary
Capstone 

Social S tudies (cont.)
History of War fare (semester)
21st Century American      
  Exper ience (semester)
AP Comparat ive Government  
  & Pol i t ics (semester) 
AP U.S.  History 
AP Wor ld History 

Wor ld Language
3 credits required
Chinese 1,  2,  3,  4,  5 
French 1,  2,  3,  4,  5 
Spanish 1,  2,  3,  4,  5 
AP French 5 ( language)
AP Spanish 5 ( language

Visual and Performing Ar ts*
1.75 credits required
AP Music Theory
AP 2-D Art and Design
*only academic courses l i s ted

22.75 academic credits  are required to graduate. Addit ional requirements include 25 hrs./year of volunteer service,  
75 hrs./year of co-cur r icular act iv i t ies,  a minimum of 3 t imes/week of physical act iv i ty,  and a comprehensive long-term 
research paper in junior year on a histor ical  or l i terary topic. 

• 100% of students in the class of 2025 wi l l  have taken at least one AP course.
• 79% of the class earned a pass ing grade on an AP exam through junior year.
• 62% achieved a 4 or 5.

GPA Distr ibution Through Junior Year ACT Results (Middle 50%)* Mean GPA Through Junior Year

AP Students with a score of 3+

ACT Composite (Middle 50%)
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